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How to Serve God as Someone Else’s Slave – Part 1 
Colossians 3:22 

NKJ Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, 
but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 

BGT Oi` dou/loi( u`pakou,ete kata. pa,nta toi/j kata. sa,rka kuri,oij( mh. evn ovfqalmodouli,a| wj̀ avnqrwpa,reskoi( avllV 
evn a`plo,thti kardi,aj fobou,menoi to.n ku,rionÅ 

REVIEW 

If then you were raised with Christ, 
 Be Seeking the Above Things (Col 3:1) 
 Be Thinking the Above Things (Col 3:2) 
 Put to Death Sinful Motivations (Col 3:5-7) 
 Put Off Sinful Actions (Col 3:8-11) 
 Clothe Yourself with Spiritual Clothing (Col 3:12-14) 
 Let the Peace of Christ Rule Between You and Others (Col 3:15) 
 Let the Word of Christ Dwell in You Richly (Col 3:16-17) 
 As Wives, Be Subjecting Yourselves to Your Husbands (Col 3:18) 
 As Husbands, Be Loving Your Wives, and Do Not Be Embittered Towards Them (Col 3:19) 
 As Children, Be Obeying Your Parents in All Things (Col 3:20) 
 As Fathers, Do Not Be Agitating Your Children (Col 3:21) 

The Group Addressed 

What is a slave? 

 Definition: Someone required to serve another, to do another’s bidding 

o (FRI) one who serves in obedience to another's will; 
o (LN) becoming the property of an owner; 
o (EDNT) in contrast to the synonyms (e.g., διακονέω) the emphasis of the words with the δουλ- stem lies “on 

the service being that of a slave, i.e. on a repressive or at least dependent form of service under the complete 
control of a superior”; 

o (WSNTDICT) a slave, a servant, spoken of involuntary service; metaphorically spoken of voluntary service, a 
servant, implying obedience, devotion; 

o (THAYER) metaphorically, one who gives himself up wholly to another's will. 

 Derivation: Most think it comes from de,w (deo - “to tie, to bind”). 

 Used in contrast to: 
(1) a master (Col 3:22); 
(2) a freeman (Col 3:11); 
(3) a son (Gal 4:7); 
(4) a brother (Philemon 1:16) or 
(5) a citizen 

Who is a slave today? 

 Those who are under the complete control of others 

 In an extended way, those that work for others, under the partial control of them 

 Not everyone can or will be self-sufficient – Not everyone will be “the boss” 

 We are all under authority 

 Our economic status is not the most eternal issue 
1 Cor 7:21-23 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, 
rather use it. For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord's freedman. Likewise he who is 
called while free is Christ's slave. You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 

 God is more concerned about my conduct than my position  

 My goal is not to upgrade my situation (though it is certainly encouraged if possible). My goal 
is to please God in whatever situation I find myself.  
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dou/loj evklh,qhj( mh, soi mele,tw\ avllV eiv kai. du,nasai evleu,qeroj gene,sqai( ma/llon crh/saiÅ o` ga.r evn kuri,w| klhqei.j 
dou/loj avpeleu,qeroj kuri,ou evsti,n( o`moi,wj o` evleu,qeroj klhqei.j dou/lo,j evstin Cristou/Å timh/j hvgora,sqhte\ mh. 
gi,nesqe dou/loi avnqrw,pwnÅ 

 Those of any status are equal before God: 
1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body -- whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free -- and have all been made 
to drink into one Spirit. 

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Eph 6:8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 

Col 3:11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

 My value to God is not based upon my situation in life, but upon my standing in Christ.  

 My reward from God is not based upon my situation in life, but upon my response to God in 
whatever situation He chooses to place me.  

The Command 

What does it mean? 

 “To hear under” – to respond to – to be listening and obeying (same as children in Col 3:20) 

 Present tense – “continually be hearing under” 

 Usage: 
Acts 12:13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 

Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. (eivj to. u`pakou,ein tai/j evpiqumi,aij auvtou) 

Rom 10:16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?" 

2 Thes 1:8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thes 3:14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. 

Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. … 

1 Pet 3:6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 

To what extent? 

 In every area (same assignment/wording as children to parents) 

 Am I listening to what my boss says, and am I doing what I am told to do?  

The Direction of the Command 

Whom are slaves commanded to respond to? 

 Lit. “to the lords according to flesh” 

 God acknowledges temporary, earthly realms and relationships. 

 Am I living the temporary in light of eternity?  

 Do I fight against what is just part of life now?  

The Description of the Command 

Negatively – How are slaves NOT to “obey” their fleshly lords? 

 Prohibited Action: You are not to be obeying in an “eye-slaving” way. 

 Do I work only when people are watching?  

 Prohibited Motivation: You are not to be obeying to please men. 

 Do I work to please people?  

Positively – How ARE slaves to “obey” their fleshly lords? 

 Commanded Action: Obeying with singleness of heart (possibly “untwisted” or “not braided”) 

 Am I fully committed to doing what God wants as a “slave”?  

 Commanded Motivation: Obeying because you are fearing the Lord. 

 Is my motivation to obey God in everything that I do?  

 

Parallel Passages (this is a big deal to God!): Eph 6:5-9; 1 Tim 6:1-2; Titus 2:9-10; 1 Pet 2:18-25 



Northridge Baptist Church – Pastor Kevin Subra – June 22, 2008 

Parallel Passages: 

Eph 6:5-9 5 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, 
in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good 
anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same 
things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with 
Him. 
5 Oi` dou/loi( ùpakou,ete toi/j kata. sa,rka kuri,oij meta. fo,bou kai. tro,mou evn a`plo,thti th/j kardi,aj ùmw/n ẁj tw/| Cristw/|(  6  mh. 
katV ovfqalmodouli,an w`j avnqrwpa,reskoi avllV ẁj dou/loi Cristou/ poiou/ntej to. qe,lhma tou/ qeou/ evk yuch/j(  7  metV euvnoi,aj 
douleu,ontej w`j tw/| kuri,w| kai. ouvk avnqrw,poij(  8  eivdo,tej o[ti e[kastoj eva,n ti poih,sh| avgaqo,n( tou/to komi,setai para. kuri,ou ei;te 
dou/loj ei;te evleu,qerojÅ  9  Kai. oi` ku,rioi( ta. auvta. poiei/te pro.j auvtou,j( avnie,ntej th.n avpeilh,n( eivdo,tej o[ti kai. auvtw/n kai. u`mw/n o` 
ku,rio,j evstin evn ouvranoi/j kai. proswpolhmyi,a ouvk e;stin parV auvtw/|Å 

1 Tim 6:1-10 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the 
name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.  2 And those who have believing masters, let them not despise 
them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. 
Teach and exhort these things.  3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,  4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,  5 useless 
wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From 
such withdraw yourself.  6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  7 For we brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out.  8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.  9 But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in 
destruction and perdition.  10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the 
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
{Osoi eivsi.n u`po. zugo.n dou/loi( tou.j ivdi,ouj despo,taj pa,shj timh/j avxi,ouj hg̀ei,sqwsan( i[na mh. to. o;noma tou/ qeou/ kai. h̀ 
didaskali,a blasfhmh/taiÅ  2 oi` de. pistou.j e;contej despo,taj mh. katafronei,twsan( o[ti avdelfoi, eivsin( avlla. ma/llon douleue,twsan( 
o[ti pistoi, eivsin kai. avgaphtoi. oì th/j euvergesi,aj avntilambano,menoiÅ Tau/ta di,daske kai. paraka,leiÅ 

Titus 2:9-10  9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not 
answering back,  10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all 
things. 
9  Dou,louj ivdi,oij despo,taij u`pota,ssesqai evn pa/sin( euvare,stouj ei=nai( mh. avntile,gontaj(  10  mh. nosfizome,nouj( avlla. pa/san 
pi,stin evndeiknume,nouj avgaqh,n( i[na th.n didaskali,an th.n tou/ swth/roj h`mw/n qeou/ kosmw/sin evn pa/sinÅ 

1 Pet 2:18-25 18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For 
what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you 
take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His 
mouth"; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed 
Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died 
to sins, might live for righteousness -- by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
18 Oi` oivke,tai u`potasso,menoi evn panti. fo,bw| toi/j despo,taij( ouv mo,non toi/j avgaqoi/j kai. evpieike,sin avlla. kai. toi/j skolioi/jÅ  19  
tou/to ga.r ca,rij eiv dia. sunei,dhsin qeou/ u`pofe,rei tij lu,paj pa,scwn avdi,kwjÅ  20  poi/on ga.r kle,oj eiv àmarta,nontej kai. 
kolafizo,menoi u`pomenei/teÈ avllV eiv avgaqopoiou/ntej kai. pa,scontej ùpomenei/te( tou/to ca,rij para. qew/|Å  21  eivj tou/to ga.r 
evklh,qhte( o[ti kai. Cristo.j e;paqen u`pe.r u`mw/n u`mi/n up̀olimpa,nwn ùpogrammo.n i[na evpakolouqh,shte toi/j i;cnesin auvtou/(  22  o]j 
a`marti,an ouvk evpoi,hsen ouvde. eu`re,qh do,loj evn tw/| sto,mati auvtou/(  23  o]j loidorou,menoj ouvk avnteloido,rei( pa,scwn ouvk hvpei,lei( 
paredi,dou de. tw/| kri,nonti dikai,wj\  24  o]j ta.j a`marti,aj h`mw/n auvto.j avnh,negken evn tw/| sw,mati auvtou/ evpi. to. xu,lon( i[na tai/j 
àmarti,aij avpogeno,menoi th/| dikaiosu,nh| zh,swmen( ou- tw/| mw,lwpi iva,qhteÅ  25  h=te ga.r w`j pro,bata planw,menoi( avlla. evpestra,fhte 
nu/n evpi. to.n poime,na kai. evpi,skopon tw/n yucw/n ùmw/nÅ 

 


